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Ministries Foundation Marketing Committee Meeting  
Wednesday, August 11, 2021; 11:30am – 1:00pm 

Zoom Virtual Meeting 

In Attendance: Mary Connelly, CSJ; Kay Egan, CSJ; Alyssa Howells; Maya Missaghi; Gabrielle Rohde; 
Ralph Scorpio; Kristine (Kris) Smyth. 

Special Guest: Mimi Pizzi. 

The Ministries Foundation Marketing Committee convened on Wednesday, August 11 via Zoom. 
Gabrielle Rohde called the meeting to order at 11:33am. 

Prayer: led by Gabrielle Rohde. 

Minutes: Gabrielle asked if there were any corrections or feedback to the minutes from July 14, 2021. 
Hearing none, Kris Smyth made a motion to approve the minutes and Mary Connelly, CSJ, seconded her 
motion. All agreed and the minutes were approved.  

Septemberfest Update 
Mimi Pizzi updated the group about Septemberfest and said that Lakes & Legends Brewing Company, 
Lagunita’s Brewing Company, and Fulton Brewing have donated all the beer. There will be face-painting 
and a table of garden themed activities for children. Mimi is talking to Michelle Hueg after this meeting 
to see if she wants to have an archives tent. Lawn signs are available for pick-up in the entryway of the 
Administration Center, and we will be putting up posters and distributing fliers at St. Catherine 
University. Kris asked about what the plan is with the Delta variant and Mimi said that if the numbers 
keep increasing, we will cancel Septemberfest, there is no plan B. Ralph Scorpio added that depending 
on how the state fair goes then we will decide how to proceed. There will be adult and kids masks 
provided. Gabrielle thanked Mimi for all her hard work.  

Website Review/Update & Social Media Analytics 
Alyssa Howells said that website numbers were average and followers on social media are slowly 
increasing. She will investigate comparing our followers on Facebook to our donors in the database. 
Mary said that she will be attending an event at Cretin-Derham Hall (CDH), and Gabrielle had the idea 
that she should bring ‘business cards’ to hand out to encourage people look up the Sisters. Maya 
Missaghi will work with Gabrielle to make this happen and Mary agreed to take them with her to CDH. 
Maya introduced the ‘Sister Story’ project that she and Alyssa are going to start (mini interviews with 
current Sisters to be featured in a new email newsletter) and people thought it was a good idea. Kris 
suggested posting more about the Justice Commission and its work with climate advocacy; Alyssa will 
look into this and incorporate more.  

Province Marketing Update 
Jenna Bendel could not attend the meeting so there was no Province Marketing update. 
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2021-22 Marketing Committee Work Plan 
Gabrielle went through every action on the Committee Work Plan. There was a conversation about 
which ‘speaker’s bureaus’ we could present at and how to pursue them. Kay Egan, CSJ, said that we 
need to think about how we use our energy and that we need to specifically investigate who and how 
we reach other groups. Maya volunteered to start a draft of questions we want to ask donors and she 
will send it to Gabrielle and Ralph for review. It was decided that there will be no welcome packet for 
new donors from last year sent out. Kris suggested immediately calling new donors. Ralph will make 
changes to the committee action plan.  

Vote on Revised Marketing Committee Charter 
Ralph shared the Marketing Committee Charter and highlighted the re-ordered the responsibilities. All 
agreed on the changes to the charter.  

Action Items 
- List of questions for donor survey (Maya). 
- ‘Business cards’ for Sisters to take to events (Gabrielle & Maya).  

Adjournment: the meeting adjourned at 1:08pm.  

Respectfully Submitted, 
Alyssa Howells, CSJ Ministries Foundation 

 


